Explosive Violence: January 2012

The data presented in this report is based on information gathered by AOAV’s Explosive Violence Monitoring Project (EVMP). The data presented does not

claim to capture every casualty or incident of explosive violence, but is indicative of the scale and scope of explosive weapon use.
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Karbala and other holy sites in the south of the country.

In one of the worst incidents, 53 civilians were killed on 14
January as they walked to a shrine on the outskirts of the
southern city of Basra.* Witnesses and officials claimed that
the blast, which also injured 137 people, occurred when a
man detonated an explosive vest next to a police checkpoint
in the town of al-Zubair.5

A government employee who had been part of the public
procession described the aftermath of the explosion, saying
‘I saw several dead bodies and wounded people, including
children on the ground asking for help. There were also
some baby strollers left behind at the blast site.” Forty-five
people were killed in a similar explosion earlier in the month,



when an IED was detonated amongst a large crowd of
pilgrims who had gathered at a roadside rest stop near the
city of Nasiriya on 5 January.”

The annual pilgrimages in January have been routinely
targeted by |IED attacks that cause extremely large numbers
of civilian deaths and injuries. Pilgrims were reported among
the casualties in ten incidents of explosive violence in the
last month. In those ten incidents 371 civilian casualties
were recorded, representing 41% of the 899 civilian
casualties that were reported in all incidents of explosive
violence in Iraq this January. The EVMP recorded a similar
pattern of harm in the same period last year. January 2011
also saw particularly high numbers of civilian casualties in
Irag, and at least a quarter of the 998 civilian casualties of
explosive violence were reported as pilgrims.®

Nigeria

On 20 January a series of bombs and shootings left 186
people dead in the Nigerian city of Kano. There were no
reports of how many people were left injured. Boko Haram
claimed responsibility for the coordinated attacks which
involved more than 25 explosions at locations throughout
the city including police stations, a secret police
headquarters, and immigration offices. Thirty three of those
killed were described as security personnel. Shortly after the
attacks police reported finding hundreds more IEDs,
including ten car bombs.® A week later it was reported that
hundreds of fearful parents were keeping their children out
of schools,'® and many people have fled the town.!

The EVMP has recorded an escalation of violence in Nigeria
in the last three months, with 465 civilian casualties
recorded from explosive violence since 1 November 2011.
The incident recorded in Kano is the third coordinated attack
since November involving widespread explosive weapon
use by Boko Haram. IED attacks on churches and banks in
Damataru on 4 November killed 148 people, and the
bombing of a Christmas mass ceremony in Madalla left 94
people dead and injured. A spokesperson for the United
Nations Secretary-General described how “the Secretary-
General is appalled at the frequency and intensity of recent
attacks in Nigeria, which demonstrate a wanton and
unacceptable disregard for human life.”2
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Libya

On 15 and 16 January militias from the two neighbouring
towns of Gharyan and Assabia near Tripoli fired at one and
other with artillery, rockets, mortars, and tank shells, killing
and injuring 94 people. The commander of the Gharyan
council claimed that Assabia fighters ‘fired 120 rockets
yesterday at us. Today they are using rocket launchers and
there is an exchange of fire. Some houses were
damaged.”® These are the first casualties from explosive
violence in Libya that the EVMP has recorded since 13
November 2011.

The presence of large numbers of explosive weapons
outside of state control in Libya continued to be a threat to
both national and regional security. On 31 October, the
United Nations Security Council singled out the proliferation
of man-portable surface-to-air missiles (MANPADS) as a
concern, particularly as they could be used to fuel terrorist
activities in the region.™ The US State Department claimed
on 2 February that of the 20,000 MANPADS present in
Libya before the collapse of Gaddafi's regime, only 5,000
have been accounted for.'

Explosive Violence Developments- January 2012

The United Nations condemned the aerial bombing of a refugee transit centre in South Sudan which injured a boy and

disrupted humanitarian operations. 6

The Turkish government agreed to provide compensation for the families of 35 civilians who were mistakenly killed in an air

strike in the village of Uludere on 28 December 2011.17

Monitoring of satellite images identified an apparent artillery barrage in a town in South Kordofan, Sudan.®

President Obama acknowledged the US’ use of drones in Pakistan saying, “drones have not caused a large amount of

civilian casualties [...J'*°




Explosive Violence Monitoring Project (EVMP)

Methodology: Information is gathered from English-language news sources on incidents of explosive violence with at least
one reported casualty. The EVMP uses an RSS reader to scan Google news for key terms which relate to explosive weapon
use: *explosion *grenade *shell * mortar * cluster munitions *cluster bomb *mine *rocket *missile *bombing *bomb *IED
*explosive *artillery *air strike. Information is extracted on: the date, time, and location of the incident; the number and status
of people killed and injured; the weapon type; the reported user and target; the detonation method and whether displacement
or damage to the location was reported. The EVMP is not an attempt to comprehensively capture all incidents of explosive
violence around the world but to serve as a useful indicator of the scale and pattern of harm. Direct casualties are just one
aspect of the impact of explosive weapons in populated areas. Damage to civilian infrastructure, psychological and socio-
economic impacts on individuals and communities, and the danger of UXO are seldom reported in news sources. Further
information on the EVMP is available here.

! Incidents are designated as occurring in populated areas if: a) It is stated in the source (e.g. a busy street, a crowded market etc); b) If an incident
occurs in or near a pre-defined location which is likely to contain concentrations of civilians: Commercial premises, Entertainment venues,
Hospitals, Hotels, Encampments (IDPs, Refugees, Nomads) , Markets, Places of worship, Police stations, Public gatherings, Public buildings, Public
transport, Schools, Town centres, Urban residential neighbourhoods, Villages/ compounds. Other locations recorded include: Agricultural area,
Armed Base, Road, and Transport-related infrastructure. Incidents which occurred in these locations are recorded as ‘Populated area’ if details of
the media report state that they were located in or next to any of the locations classified as likely to be populated. If there is insufficient or unclear
information, then it is recorded as ‘Unclear’, and combined with the ‘Not reported as populated area’ category for analysis.

’> The EVMP uses the term ‘casualties’ to refer to both deaths and injuries.

® Actors are defined as civilians if they are not identifiable in reports either as armed actors or security personnel.
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