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The Liberia Armed Violence Observatory was established in early 2011. Since then, a working group 
comprised of 25 stakeholders (Box 1) from Government of Liberia ministries and agencies, civil 
society, international organizations and the Liberian media, has worked to gather and analyze data on 
armed violence in Liberia. The first report was launched in December 2011.  
 
This second LAVO report is based on data from a full year of observation - May 2011 to April 2012. 
With one year of official armed violence data, the LAVO is in a good position to compare its findings to 
previously conducted armed violence assessments and surveys. For this report the following three 
reports have been used as secondary data sources and data comparisons: 
 

 Talking Peace – A Population-Based Survey on Attitudes about Security, Dispute Resolution, 
and Post-Conflict Reconstruction in Liberia, Human Rights Center, University of California 

Berkley (June 2011)
1
 

 „Monrovia – An Assessment of Violence and Insecurity in the Liberian Capital, by Action on 

Armed Violence (June 2012)
2
 

 “Liberia Armed Violence Assessment” by Small Arms Survey (September 2011) published in 

two issue briefs titled „A Legacy if War‟ and „Reading between the Lines‟
3
 

 
The latter two are based on household surveys conducted in spring 2010 and document the 
perceptions and experiences of armed violence in Greater Monrovia and across Liberia respectively. 
The reports present a wide range of data including the proportion of people victimized by armed 
violence, weapons most commonly used in violent incidents, and the prevalence of different types of 
crime.  
 
 

Box 1 What is Armed Violence?  
The Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development defines armed violence as: “the 

intentional use of illegitimate force (actual or threatened) with arms or explosives against a person, 

group, community, or state, which undermines people-centered security and/or sustainable 

development“. 

                                                           
1
Vink, Patrick, Pham, Phoung, Kreutzer, Tino, Talking Peace – A Population-Based Survey on Attitudes about 

Security, Dispute Resolution, and Post-Conflict Reconstruction in Liberia, Human Rights Center, University of 
California Berkley, June 2011, www.peacebuildingdata.org/liberia 
 
2
Action on Armed Violence ‘Monrovia- An Assessment of violence and insecurity in the Liberian capital‟ June 

2011, www.aoav.org.uk/on-the-ground 
 
3
“Liberia Armed Violence Assessment” IB 2 Reading between the Lines‟ , Small Arms Survey, September 2011, 

www.smallarmssurvey.org/focus-projects/liberia-armed-violence-assessment.html WE SHOULD USE COMMON 
STYLE FOR THESE 

http://www.peacebuildingdata.org/liberia
http://www.aoav.org.uk/on-the-ground
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/focus-projects/liberia-armed-violence-assessment.html
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Box 2 LAVO stakeholders 
 

• Ministry of Internal Affairs 
• Ministry of Health and Social Welfare 
• Ministry of Defense 
• Ministry of Justice 
• Ministry of Gender and Development 
• Ministry of State 
• Liberia National Police (LNP) 
• Liberia Institute of Statistics and Geo-

Information Services (LISGIS) 
• Liberia National Commission on Small Arms 
• World Health Organization (WHO) 
• United Nations Development Program 

(UNDP) 
• United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
• Liberia National Red Cross Society 

 

 
• West Africa Network for Peace Building 

(WANEP) 
• Peace Interaction Network 
• ActionAid Liberia 
• Liberia Action Network on Small Arms 
• Youth Crime Watch  
• Press Union of Liberia  
• New Democrat Newspaper 
• Inquirer Newspaper 
• Kofi Annan Institute for Conflict Transformation 
• Action on Armed Violence (Landmine Action) 

 
Observers: 

• Liberian National Bar Association  
• Supreme Court of Liberia 

 
 
For each incident recorded, the LAVO currently collects data on the following: 
 

 Demographics of victim(s) and perpetrators(s) (e.g. age, gender and nationality) 

 Time and place 

 Type of violence 

 Type of weapon used 

 Outcome of the incident (e.g. death, physical harm, theft etc.) 
 

Whenever possible the LAVO also collects data on the cause of violence. However, at present, only a 
few data providers such as the media and LERN, hold such information. 
 
In addition to creating a database of armed violence incidents, the LAVO publishes all incidents on an 

interactive map using the online Ushahidi
4
 platform. Access to the maps is free and open to the public 

(see http://lern.ushahidi.com/simplegroups/groupmap/3). The online platform allows users to view 
detailed location information by zooming in on the map and to read detailed incident reports.  
 

The filter function, which 

is built into the online 

platform, allows the user 

to view data by incident 

type, location, weapon 

type used and gender. 

All data on the platform 

also feed into the Liberia 

Early Warning and Early 

Response network. 

 

In this report, data is 

displayed using tables 

and graphs as well as 

maps taken from the 

Ushahidi platform.  

 

 
 
 

NOTE: ‘Lofa-Mano National Park,’ which appears on the map on the border of Sierra Leone, is to date not yet an 
established national park in Liberia. The error must be corrected by Google, which provides the maps for LAVO.  

                                                           
4
Ushahidi is a non-profit tech company that specializes in developing free and open source software for 

information collection, visualization and interactive mapping. www.ushahidi.com 

http://lern.ushahidi.com/simplegroups/groupmap/3
http://www.ushahidi.com/products/swiftriver-platform
http://www.ushahidi.com/products/ushahidi-platform
http://www.ushahidi.com/products/crowdmap
http://www.ushahidi.com/
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Box 3 What is LAVO?  
The Liberia Armed Violence Observatory (LAVO) is an independent institutional function that regularly 
gathers, analyzes and reports on nationwide armed violence data in Liberia. The LAVO works 
collaboratively with government, non-governmental organizations, academic and media actors, and 
international organizations.  
 
In order to create an accurate and coherent picture of the armed violence situation in Liberia, the LAVO 
receives data from various government and non-government data sources. All datasets are entered 
into a single database where duplicates are identified and addressed in order not to inflate numbers.    
 
As such, the LAVO primarily uses existing datasets and sources, bringing together those actors with 
established data-gathering and analysis capacities, rather than building a new parallel system. 
 
The LAVO responds to Liberia’s commitments under the 2006 Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence 

and Development
5
, a diplomatic initiative endorsed by over 100 states and aimed at addressing the 

interrelationship between armed violence and development. Liberia has been a signatory to the 
Geneva declaration since 2006.  
 
Implementation of the Geneva Declaration is centered on three pillars; advocacy, measurability and 
programming. The LAVO works primarily in line with the second pillar - monitoring incident data in 
order to improve the empirical understanding of the scope and scale of armed violence, including its 
negative impact on development. 
 
In addition, the LAVO aims to raise awareness on armed violence in Liberia and internationally, as well 
as to provide policymakers with an evidence-based understanding of armed violence in Liberia, upon 
which they will be able to develop concrete programs, which effectively reduce the causes of armed 
violence. 
 
LAVO is chaired by the Ministry of Internal Affairs, and co-chaired by the West Africa Network on 
Peacebuilding (WANEP). 
 
For a more information about LAVO, contact the secretariat lavo@aoav.org.uk or visit: 
 
Action on Armed Violence http://www.aoav.org.uk/on-the-ground 
 
Liberia Early Warning and Early Response Network http://lern.ushahidi.com/simplegroups/groupmap/3 
 
The first LAVO report „LAVO – First report on progress, December 2011‟ can be downloaded from both 
sites. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
5
www.genevadeclaration.org 

mailto:lavo@aoav.org.uk
http://www.aoav.org.uk/on-the-ground
http://lern.ushahidi.com/simplegroups/groupmap/3
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/
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1. Data providers 

 
The LAVO currently receives data from the following stakeholders: 
 

1. Liberia National Police (LNP) 
2. United Nations Police (UNPOL) 
3. Ministry of Health and Social Welfare- via hospitals in Monrovia and Margibi County: 

o St. Joseph’s Catholic Hospital, Monrovia 
o Redemption Hospital, Monrovia 
o Rennie Hospital, Kakata 

4. Liberia Early Warning Early Response Network (LERN), primarily: 
o Liberia Peacebuilding Office 
o West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP) 
o Youth Crime Watch 

5. Liberian media 
 
The graphs below (boxes 4a and 4b) show the proportion of data contributed by each institution, and 
the overlap in incidents reported. The fact that only 5% of recorded incidents come from multiple 
sources highlights the importance of having an observatory which centralizes data and offers a more 
complete picture. For example, by only looking at police data alone when examining the armed 
violence situation in Liberia, a large proportion of incidents would be overlooked. 
 
The LAVO receives detailed data which includes the name of the offender and the victim (all data on 
names is stored securely and confidentiality is assured), and the time and place of the incident, which 
makes the success rate of identifying duplicates high. 
 
It should be noted that for the period of this report, UNPOL has been unable to provide LAVO with 

data for the periods 13-21 May 2011, 3-18 June 2011 and 24 June-1 September 2011 which 

combined account for three months. This gap was caused by the heavy workload of the institution’s 
staff during the Liberia 2011 General Elections, and a continuously high workload after the elections 
which prevented staff from gathering data from past months. 
 
This report does not generally contain average incident levels, as this does not correspond well with 
the mapping of incidents. Nevertheless it is useful to note that on average, UNPOL reports 20 
incidents of armed violence per month, of which 19 are armed robberies (calculated from the 6 
months of complete UNPOL data i.e. October 2011 to March 2012). The reports follow the overall 
average with the exception that in UNPOL reports, firearms are reported to a much higher degree 
(50%) than the other data providers and 68 % of incidents occurred during night time (11 pm to 6 am).  
 
Box 4a and 4b 
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2. Location 
 
Box 5 
 

 
 
Box 6 
According to both LAVO findings and 

the baseline assessment household 

survey data, the majority of armed 

violence incidents take place in the 

capital, Monrovia, where around half of 

Liberia’s population lives. However, the 

Monrovia household survey data 

produced a lower percentage of 

incidents, indicating that fewer incidents 

are reported to formal institutions in the 

counties.  

Large scale migration to urban centers 

in search of employment is ongoing at a 

high rate, which contributes to 

overcrowding and tension, thus creating 

risk factors for renewed armed violence.  

In terms of data collection, differences 

remain between the capital and rural 

areas in terms of capacity, 

communication and infrastructure. The 

LAVO data however revealed a slight 

increase in reports from the counties 

towards the end of the data collection year. While this could indicate an increase in violence, it is more likely a 

result of improved data collection. This is further described in section 3 ‘Timeline’. 

           

 

Dots on the map containing no number indicate a single incident.  
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Box 7 
The map to the left shows incidents of 
violence by location across Monrovia. 
It should be noted that two areas are 
likely over-represented due to the 
location of two of the sample hospitals 
from which LAVO receives data 
(marked with green dots). Redemption 
hospital (1) reports many cases from 
New Kru Town and Logan Town. 
 
Catholic Hospital (2) does not record 
information on the place of incidents. 
All cases are therefore marked at 
Catholic Hospital „Location unknown – 
treated at Catholic Hospital‟ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Box 8 

 
 
The LAVO is using data produced by the Talking Peace study as comparison datasets to LAVO data. 
The Talking Peace study reports on the percentage of the population in each county that experienced 
violence involving a weapon over the year prior to the survey, 2010 (box 9). Comparisons of these 
findings with LAVO data allows estimates to be made on the comprehensiveness of LAVO data, and 
the degree of underreporting for armed violence incidents. 
 
According to the LAVO data - with the exception of Monrovia (0.7%) - no county experiences an 
armed violence victimization rate above 0.1% of population (for the period May 2011 – April 2012). 
This is in contrast to the Talking Peace study which found that 12% of the population in Greater 
Monrovia, 13% in rural Montserrado and on average 5% of the population in each of the other 
counties had experienced violence involving a weapon over the year prior to the survey (box 9). 
According to the AOAV Monrovia survey, 60% of Greater Monrovia residents fear becoming victims of 
armed violence, and almost one in four reported experiencing crime and violence (not necessarily 
involving a weapon) in 2010, with 25% of these people victimized multiple times. 
 
However, there is an important aspect to take into account when making these comparisons. Most 
cases reported to LAVO indicate only one victim. This varies slightly between data providers with LNP 
reporting ca 5% multiple victims and UNPOL ca 30% multiple victims. In some cases where LNP and 
UNPOL report on the same incident, UNPOL reports one or many victims while LNP only report one 
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person. This indicates that more people than the victim were present but not necessarily the main 
target of the event. In data from a household survey however, an experience of armed violence can 

include that of a bystander. This is further supported by the Small Arms Survey Issue Brief 2
6
 which 

states that a significant number of crimes targeted more than one person at a time. 
 
Nevertheless, the difference between official LAVO data and the household survey results is 
significant. The Talking Peace study would suggest that 116,499 people in Greater Monrovia have 
been a victim of armed violence in a 12 month period. Assuming that the lower official LAVO figure of 
756 incidents in Greater Monrovia can be explained by multiple bystanders, would mean that over 
150 persons are involved in each incident. In River Gee, Sinoe and Grand Kru the number is much 
higher, (700-2000), given that so few incidents were recorded by LAVO during the year. The 
conclusion is that there is still a considerable gap between what is reported to official sources and the 
reality.  
 
According to the Talking Peace study, improving the capacity of the police was the second most 
frequently cited means of achieving an increase in security. Although perceptions of the police vary 
across the counties, a third of the population reported that no institution or agency provides security in 
their locality, indicating that people did not feel protected by the police - particularly in Grand Kru 

(54%) and Rivercess (62%)
7
. A lack of faith in the police is a plausible explanation for underreporting 

of incidents to the police by victims of violence. The LAVO is currently working on building 
relationships with more hospitals, especially in the counties, which will help to build a better 
understanding of the situation outside of Monrovia.  
 
Box 9 

County Population 
2008 census % population who have 

experienced violence involving 
a weapon over previous year

8
 

Estimated number of 
people who 
experienced violence 
with weapon 

Bomi         84,119                                                    6  
                                           

5,047  

Bong       333,481                                                    6  
                                         

20,009  

Cape Mount       127,076                                                    4  
                                           

5,083  

Gbaropolu         83,388                                                    4  
                                           

3,336  

Grand Bassa       221,693                                                    2  
                                           

4,434  

Grand Gedeh       125,258                                                    4  
                                           

5,010  

Grand Kru         57,913                                                    5  
                                           

2,896  

Lofa       276,863                                                    4  
                                         

11,075  

Margibi       209,923                                                    3  
                                           

6,298  

Maryland       135,938                                                    4  
                                           

5,438  

Rural Montserrado       147,417                                        13  
                                         

19,164  

Greater Monrovia       970,824                                                   12  
                                       

116,499  

Nimba       462,026                                                    5  
                                         

23,101  

River Gee         66,789                                                    6  
                                           

4,007  

Rivercess         71,509                                                    5  3575 

 
Sinoe       102,391  6  6143 

                                                           
6
“Liberia Armed Violence Assessment” IB 2 Reading between the Lines‟ , Small Arms Survey, September 2011, p7 

7
 Vink, Patrick, Pham, Phoung, Kreutzer, Tino, Talking Peace – A Population-Based Survey on Attitudes about Security, 

Dispute Resolution, and Post-Conflict Reconstruction in Liberia, Human Rights Center, University of California Berkley, June 
2011, p 55. 
8
Vink, Patrick, Pham, Phoung, Kreutzer, Tino, Talking Peace – A Population-Based Survey on Attitudes about Security, Dispute 

Resolution, and Post-Conflict Reconstruction in Liberia, Human Rights Center, University of California Berkley, June 2011, p 40 
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3. Timeline 

 
As this is the first annual report, it is too early to use the LAVO timeline to identify times of the year 
when armed violence levels are high/low. There are two main reasons for this: 
 
First, the gap in United Nations Police data corresponding to three months over the period May-
August 2011 results in an incomplete dataset. (Details of the missing data are in section 2 ‘Data 
providers’). 
 
Second, the sharp increase in reported armed violence incidents in March and April 2012 is due to 
improvements in data gathering achieved by the Liberia National Police (LNP). Over the year LNP 
reported on average 58.5 incidents. This rose to 160 in March 2012 and 102 in April 2012. Given that 
some incidents are reported later it is likely that the April number will also increase. 
 
While keeping in mind the possibility that there was an increase in armed violence in March and April 
2012, it is more likely that this is due to an increase in the number of accurate reports arriving at the 
LNP headquarters statistics department in Monrovia. It is also possible to see that reports from certain 
counties have increased, suggesting that reporting systems are improving in these areas. This is 
further supported by the fact that other data providers remain more consistent to their average 
number of reports in these months. 
 
 
Box 10 

 
 
 
In a similar manner, the number of reports coming from hospitals has increased throughout the year. 
Redemption Hospital staff explained that since the LAVO highlighted the importance of measuring 
armed violence and systematically collecting accurate data, hospital staff are more aware and careful 
in recording relevant data on patient files – data which is later sent to the LAVO.    
 
The graph above (Box 10) is therefore not a visualization of actual numbers of armed violence but 
rather an indicator on how data collectors in Liberia are performing over time. 
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4. Types of violence 
 
Economically driven crimes such as armed robbery were the most prevalent type of incident reported 
in the household surveys. The number of assaults in relation to armed robberies is higher in this 
report compared to the last LAVO report. Contributing factors may include the 3 months of missing 
UNPOL reports, and an increased number of LNP reports. As stated in section 2 ‘Data providers’, 
UNPOL report a higher incidence rate of armed robberies. It is likely the ratio of different types of 
violence will change once datasets are complete. 
 
Box 11 

 
 
LAVO is yet to find ways of obtaining more detailed information on the location in which armed 
violence incidents occur. However, the AOAV Monrovia survey found that 60% of incidents happen in 

people’s homes
9
. This is supported by the UNPOL reports which indicate that armed robberies often 

take place at night with armed persons entering people’s homes.  
 
Box 12                                                                                                           

77 violence related homicides 
were recorded between May 
2011 and April 2012 and were 
committed primarily with the 
following weapons: 

 Firearms (31%) 

 Blunt objects (20%)  

 Bladed weapons (19%)            
 
This data demonstrates the 
importance of not only focusing 
on firearms when dealing with 
armed violence. 
 
As shown on this map, 
homicides appear to account for 
a greater proportion of violent 
acts in the counties than in 
Monrovia. The reasons behind 
this are yet to be established.  
 

 

                                                           
9
Action on Armed Violence ‘Monrovia- An Assessment of violence and insecurity in the Liberian capital‟ June 2011, p17 and 
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Box 13 – Armed robbery    Box 14 - Assault 
 

 
 
The only kidnappings/hostage situations reported during the period occurred in Monrovia (3) and 
Grand Gedeh (1). For arson see ‘weapon used’. LAVO is yet to receive comprehensive data on 
Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV) from the Ministry of Gender and Development. However, 
according to data from Médecins Sans Frontières, in 2011 7% of SGBV recorded by the organization 

involved the use or threat of a weapon
10

. 
 
Media providers reported an increase in armed robberies in Buchanan, Grand Bassa County in March 
and April 2012. This was supported by LAVO data which received 8 reports in March and 9 in April 
which account for more than half of all Grand Bassa reports for the year. On average 2.4 reports per 
month are received from the area.  

5. Outcome of violence 
 
Box 15 

 
 
The graph above displays data on the outcomes of violent incidents. There is again a change since 
the last report in that injury is more common than theft. This may be explained by the increase in LNP 
data, which tends to report a greater number of assaults than UNPOL. The third bar marked ‘theft and 
injury’ indicates incidents where the victim sustained both injuries and was robbed off his or her 

                                                           
10

 LAVO First report on progress, December 201, p 14, http://www.aoav.org.uk/on-the-ground or 
http://lern.ushahidi.com/simplegroups/groupmap/3 
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possessions. Comparing this to the bar marked ‘theft’ one can see that most victims of armed robbery 
resulting in theft are not injured.  
 
 

6. Weapon used  
 
According to the LAVO data, the most common weapons used in Liberia are bladed weapons, 
followed by blunt objects such as sticks or rocks. Firearms are only reported for 16.2% of cases. 
However, firearms are used in approximately 30% of armed violence incidences which resulting in 
death. On the global scale this figure is relatively low since an average of 60% of homicides are 
committed with firearms worldwide.  

Box 16 

 
 
As displayed in the graph below, in March 2012 blunt objects surpassed bladed weapons as the most 
common weapon used. It is too early to say if this will be an ongoing trend in the future. The use of 
blunt objects as weapons should not be downplayed as these often result in death. Section 4 
highlights that 20% homicides reported were committed with blunt objects.  
 
Box 17 
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Box 18 - Bladed weapons    Box 19 – Blunt objects 
 

 
 
 
Box 20 – Firearms 
 

Following the war, Liberia 
underwent a disarmament 
process during which a large 
number of weapons were 
recovered and destroyed.  
 
Both the AOAV/SAS baseline 
surveys and the LAVO indicate 
that small arms and light weapons 
(SALW) are not currently the most 
frequent weapon used, and that 
bladed weapons are far more 
common.  
 
While this may be seen as a 
positive development given the 
lethality of SALW, it should be 
remembered that bladed 
weapons can also cause a 
tremendous amount of damage 

(for example being the weapon of 
choice during the Rwandan 
genocide). 

 
The two explosive violent incidents reported during the period were car bombs (in Monrovia during the 
2011 general election). Fire as a weapon was predominantly used in Monrovia, Bong and Nimba 
counties. Corrosives were used in Nimba, Lofa, Margibi and Bomi. ‘Other weapons’ include hot water 
(which was thrown at the victim), ropes and vehicles.  

7. Offenders and victims 
 
Most perpetrators of crime are young men aged 20-29, which partly reflects on Liberia’s population, 
which is youthful. The age of offenders reported, however, is still lower than that of the victims. The 
LNP is the only data provider with substantial data on offenders. Comparison of official data with the 
AOAV and Small Arms Survey surveys found that, with the exception of gender based violence, men 
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and women are almost equally victimized in incidences of economic or interpersonal violence
11

 
whereas the official LAVO data indicates that just 28% of the victims are women.  
 
This would indicate that incidents involving women are less often reported. One possible explanation 
is due to the stigma attached to rape. As explained before in this report, most incidents occur in 
people’s homes at night. The reason women refrain from reporting could be out of fear that the 
community will believe they were raped, when they were in fact ‘only’ robbed. 
 
Another potential explanation is that women send a male representative to report the crime. This 
would mean that the crime is indeed reported but accurate details on the victim are missing.  
 
Box 21a and 21b 

 
 
Box 22a and 22b 

 
 
 
In the baseline surveys, overall the police were the most frequently cited source of security. Other 
formal actors (UNMIL - 4%, or the military - 1%) were seldom mentioned. Most people in the Monrovia 
survey viewed the Liberian National Police (LNP) as the appropriate source of help if they found 
themselves in danger, with 80% saying they would seek police help in incidents involving armed 
violence. 

                                                           
11

Action on Armed Violence ‘Monrovia- An Assessment of violence and insecurity in the Liberian capital‟ June 2011, p 28. 
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However, it is often cited that the LNP demand payment in return for services and/or transport to and 
from the crime scene. Talking Peace found that payment for police was highest in Sinoe (66%), 

Greater Monrovia (63%), Bong (62%) and Lofa (62%)
12

. Such financial demands may discourage 

victims from making a formal complaint.  
 
In terms of the nationality of victims and perpetrators, so far only the LNP consistently provide data, 
which explains the high number of cases for which the nationality is unknown. There is a perception in 
Liberia that many armed robberies are committed by people from other West African countries, 
primarily Nigeria. However, the data below displays the contrary. Non-Liberians seem to be more 
often the victim than the perpetrator of a crime. 
 
Box 23 

 
 
Box 24 
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8. Time 
 
The graph below displays the time of the day when armed violence incidents occur.  
 
Box 25 

 
 

9. Armed violence in the media 
 
Action on Armed Violence, a LAVO stakeholder currently housing the LAVO secretariat, has 
conducted media analysis on armed violence since 2008. Overall the data shows that the media 
report proportionately more cases involving deaths and firearms, presumably because these are 
considered to be more newsworthy events. Interestingly the number of armed violence incidents 
reported by the media has decreased quite significantly since the start of the analysis. While this is 
may be a positive development it should be noted that the decrease could mean a normalization of 
violence, making it less interesting for media to report on.  
 
Box 26 
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10. Next steps 
 
According to the Talking Peace study, many Liberians now feel safe in Liberia, and most are 
optimistic about the possibility of a peaceful future for their country. Perceived insecurity is often 
attributed to personal experience as a victim of local violence and crime. The regions perceived to be 

least safe were Greater Monrovia (37%) and Rural Montserrado (37%)
13

, which correlates well with 
official statistics, as well as the study’s findings of where the highest proportion of the population 
experienced armed violence in the past year. 
 
Armed violence must nevertheless continue to be monitored in order to inform effective measures to 
address the problem. Worldwide only a third of armed violence incidents occur in conflict settings 
while violent crime in states that are formally at peace is on the increase. While the level of violence in 
Liberia is nowhere near the level of violence experienced in some Latin American states, any level of 
violence must be addressed. As a country Liberia must be sensitive to trends and take the issue of 
armed violence seriously. As a Government, Liberia must also strive to uphold its commitment to 
achieve a measurable reduction in armed violence; an obligation it pledged to achieve under the 
Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development. 
 
Starting to comprehensively measure armed violence is a stepping stone for developing policies and 
programs to address the issues identified and respond to areas with high levels of crime. Although the 
LAVO is not an implementing institution per se, it can through its stakeholders inform policy debate, 
identify problem areas/groups prone to violence, and provide insight into targeted strategies to reduce 
and prevent violence. It can also work on influencing data providers to alter or improving data 
collection methods. The LAVO working group is also exploring other factors that can aid analysis, 
such as investigating ways in which motorbikes are being used as a weapon or to facilitate crime.  
 
The LAVO is currently working on the following issues to improve data collation: 
 

 The LAVO is working with Ministry of Health and Social Welfare (MHSW) to include a separate category 

for injuries caused by armed violence on its national standard reporting form. Once this is in place, the 

LAVO will receive more comprehensive data from hospitals across Liberia.  

 

 In the meantime LAVO is reaching out to more hospitals, especially those located in the counties.  

 

 The LAVO is working with Ministry of Gender in order to gather comprehensive data on SGBV involving 

weapons. 

 

 Modems are being distributed to data providers in order to facilitate data submission each month.  

 

 A method of crowd sourcing information on armed violence is being considered by the LAVO in order to 

better capture incidents not reported to formal institutions. While a free hotline is relatively easy to set 

up, the issue of verifying the information is more of a challenge. 

 

 Box 27 Is your organization in need of specific data on armed violence? 

LAVO data and analysis are open to public scrutiny – in keeping with the transparency and accountability the 
observatory itself embodies – such that information and analysis could be checked and corrected.  
 
This means that anyone can contact the secretariat to: 
 

• Report incidences of armed violence. 
• Challenge or correct LAVO data or analysis. 
• Request specific data from a particular region, type of violence etc. and /or cross referencing different 

categories.  
 

Contact: Armed Violence Observatory Coordinator 
Email: lavo@aoav.org.uk Cell #: (+231) 0886 549 105 
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